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The following computer files were ac- 
quired by the Government Archives Division 
during the fiscal year 1987-1988. These files 
have not as yet been processed. 

The Manitoba Basic Annual Income Experi- 
ment (MINCOME) was conducted from 1974 
to 1979, under the joint sponsorship of the 
governments of Canada and Manitoba. The 
Experiment was designed by researchers and 
policy makers of MINCOME Manitoba, name- 
ly the Department of Health and Social 
Development, and by the Policy Research and 
Long Range Planning Branch of National 
Health and Welfare. 

In 1973, the two governments approved the 
proposal to look at a joint federal-provincial 
review of Canada’s social security system. The 
proposal met the mandates and needs of both 
MINCOME Manitoba and National Health 
and Welfare. MINCOME Manitoba was a 
provincial agency responsible for the testing of 
the Basic Annual Income (also known as a 
Guaranteed Annual Income) to establish in- 
come security. The federal programs such as 
Family Allowance, Unemployment Insurance 
and Old Age Security all attempted to meet 
this need of establishing income security as 
well. Thus the MINCOME Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment was implemented to pro- 
vide a more comprehensive understanding of 
the income security system. 

The MINCOME data contain variables on 
labour topics such as hours worked, wage 
rates and hours per week. They also contain 
information on demographics, attitudes, as- 
sets, debts, liabilities and quality of life. 
Detailed questions were asked on mortgages, 
liquid assests, durables, vehicles, transfers and 
investments. 
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Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment) baseline summary file, 
1973-1974. 

Description: Data are derived from the first 
major survey of the MINCOME project, the 
baseline. They contain variables on header in- 
formation, socio-economic data, and labour 
market information for male and female heads 
of households. 


Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment) payments summary file, 
1974-1977. 

Description: Variables are constructed from 
the payments database of the MINCOME 
Guaranteed Annual Income Experiment. The 
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file contains information on Ta arid, a VOY had made appointments during the 


wealth of the sample during the experimental. 


phase of the project. Variables include header 
information as well as income and wealth of 
households. 


Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment) baseline payment file, 1973- 
1977. 

Description: This file represents the physical 
concatenation of the baseline and payments 
summary files. Data were retained only if 
there was baseline information and if the last 
two years of payments information was com- 
plete. 


Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment) longitudinal labour, 1973- 
1977. 

Description: Variables are constructed from 
11 major surveys conducted by MINCOME. 
The head variables include hours worked, 
wage rates, unemployment dates, etc., foreach 
of the 11 surveys. The file is restricted to 
households from the Winnipeg site. 


Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment), income and net worth file, 
1974-1977. 

Description: Information is contained on the 
breakdown of household earnings by source 
across surveys, as well as mortgage informa- 
tion, loans, durables, etc. 


Title: MINCOME (Manitoba Basic Annual In- 
come Experiment), family composition and at- 
titudes file, 1974. 

Description: Changes in family composition, 
attitude questions asked by MINCOME, and 
basic socio-demographic information on male 
and female heads of households. 
Department/Agency: All of the above files 
were acquired from Health and Welfare 
Canada. 


The following files were acquired by the 
Government Archives Division during the fis- 
cal year 1988-1989. These files have not as yet 
been processed. 


Title: The hiring managers survey, 1986-1987. 
Department/Agency: Public Service Commis- 
sion, Review Directorate. 

Description: The hiring managers survey con- 
tains the views of 500 public service managers 
on the extent of their involvement in recruit- 
ment to the federal public service and their 
suggestions for improvement. Hiring 
managers selected for participation in this sur- 


“period from April 1985 to March 1986. One 


hundred appointments were selected from 
each of the five principal job categories and the 
manager who made the decision to hire was 
contacted by telephone to answer questions on 
the specific appointment, as well as on recruit- 
ment in general. The hiring managers survey 
was designed to determine how managers 
recruit new employees into the public service 
and to obtain their suggestions for improve- 
ment. Managers were asked a series of ques- 
tions dealing with a specific new hire. These 
questions addressed the following items: (1) 
reasons for recruitment of the new hire; (2) 
methods used to recruit the new hire; (3) 
methods used to select the new hire; (4) the 
qualifications of the new hire; and (5) the use 
of named referrals. 


Title: The new hires survey, 1986-1987. 
Department/Agency: Public Service Commis- 
sion, Review Directorate. 

Description: The primary purpose of this sur- 
vey was to determine how individuals get 
their jobs in the public service. The survey was 
administered to 1,202 respondents who had 
been appointed during 1986-1987. This sample 
was randomly selected within five occupa- 
tional groups (Scientific and Professional, Ad- 
ministration and Foreign Service, Technical, 
Administrative Support, and Operational) 
and within several types of appointments (ap- 
pointments from outside the public service to 
permanent positions, from outside the public 
service to term positions, from within the 
public service to permanent positions and 
from within the public service to term posi- 
tions), with a completed sample size of 60 
persons per cell. The survey questions were 
analyzed to see the effects of the following 
factors: occupational category; type of ap- 
pointment; first appointment versus not first; 
appointment to the public service; level of 
position; tenure of position; and submission of 
general application versus submission of 
specific job application. 


Title: Evaluation of the Public Service 
Commission’s appeals function, 1984-1986. 
Department/Agency: Public Service Commis- 
sion. 

Description: This survey was designed to ob- 
tain information from all parties involved in 
an appeal concerning: (1) their understanding 
of the appeals function; (2) the purpose of the 
appeals function; (3) their level of satisfaction 
with the various stages of the process; (4) the 
cost of an appeal to the participants; (5) their 
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perceptions of bias; (6) the effect of appeals on 
subsequent careers; (7) their estimates of the 
time required to complete an appeal; and (8) 
the outcome of appealed staffing actions. 


Title: Election expenses, 1979. Election expen- 
ses, 1980. 

Department/Agency: Elections Canada. 
Description: These computer files cover elec- 
tion expenses of candidates for the 1979 and 
1980 federal elections as reported to the Chief 
Electoral Officer of Canada. Included are 
records for each candidate within each elec- 
toral district. 


The following file was acquired by the 
Government Archives Division during the fis- 
cal year 1989-1990. It has not yet been 
processed. 


Title: Canadian Civil Aircraft Register Com- 
puter System (CCARCS), 1982-1989. 
Department/Agency: Transport Canada. 
Description: The Canadian Civil Aircraft 
Register Computer System (CCARCS) was in- 
augurated by a User Requirements and 
Feasibility Study completed in May 1980, 
which recommended the automation of the 
civil aircraft registry. In accordance with 
Transport Canada’s System Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC), CCARCS was implemented in 
July 1982. The system was upgraded in April 
1984, in May 1985, and was decentralised in 
September 1987, when remote stations in 
Moncton, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Ed- 
monton and Vancouver were linked to the 
data centre at Ottawa headquarters. CCARCS 
operates on the current Transport Canada 
hardware configuration. The host is an IBM 
3081, while the regional processors are IBM 
4331 supporting IBM 3270 PC/AT’s. 
CCARCS isa mainframe computer applica- 
tion that supports the registration, inspection 
and operation of civil aircraft in Canada. It 
currently provides up to 75 fields of informa- 
tion on a single aircraft compiled from stand- 
ard input forms such as allotment of registra- 
tion mark, certificate of airworthiness, flight 
permit, certificate of registration, condition 
and conformity inspection report, certificate of 
transfer of ownership, bill of sale, lease agree- 
ment, conditional sales contract, and other 
legal documentation, which testifies to the 
ownership and control of aircraft and any cor- 
respondence between Transport Canada and 
individuals regarding matters related to 
aircraft registration. In essence, the system 
provides a completely up-to-date history of 
every aircraft currently inscribed on the 
Canadian Civil Aircraft Register. It also in- 
cludes an historical master data file, updated 
as required on a case-by-case basis, which 
stores all information concerning individual 
aircraft back to May 1982. Information is 
categorized as historical when an aircraft is 
removed from the register for any reason 
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(scrapped, sold abroad, wrecked beyond 
repair). 

In February 1990, following several 
months’ negotiation, the Government Ar- 
chives Division (GAD) received its first 
CCARCS records transfer, a copy of the his- 
torical master data file. Arrangements were 
also made to have an updated version of the 
data file transferred to GAD on an annual 
basis. The archival research and reference im- 
plications of this acquisition are tremendously 
exciting. The information concerning in- 
dividual aircraft stored in the historical data 
file is directly linked to the information con- 
tained in the central registry file created for 
each aircraft listed on the Canadian Civil 
Aircraft Register. In fact, the central registry 
files mainly consist of the original input forms 
that are now used to create the CCARCS 
records, but also include background 
documentation such as photographs, logs, 
maps, accident reports, correspondence and 
technical specifications. The aircraft registra- 
tion files are currently transferred to GAD on 
a file-by-file basis five years after the retire- 
ment of the individual aircraft, and there are 
many thousands of these files in the GAD 
collection dating from the era of pioneer avia- 
tion, principally available in microform. These 
files have exceptional historical and archival 
value insofar as they are one of the two records 
(the other being aircraft types and specifica- 
tions) that document the operation of powered 
and non-powered civilian aircraft in Canada. 
The Government Archives Division has an 
enormous clientele of professional aviation 
historians, amateur "buffs," modelers and 
genealogists who use these files on a regular 
basis, including many researchers from 
abroad, especially the United States and Great 
Britain. 

For the present, the value of the CCARCS 
historical data file lies principally in its con- 
venience and its susceptibility to manipula- 
tion. In many instances, it will eliminate entire- 
ly the necessity of consulting microform, 
which has in the past tended to be cumber- 
some, confusing and costly to reproduce, but 
the only record available. Our reference ex- 
perience with the aircraft registration files over 
the years also indicates that it is the 
“tombstone” data related to individual aircraft 
which is of primary interest to aviation re- 
searchers. A large proportion of the research 
in this field is composed of fleet histories (the 
compilation of data related to all aircraft of a 
specified type) and single aircraft genealogies 
(tracing the operational life of an aircraft). 
There is also some very excellent work being 
done on the development of other aspects of 
aviation in Canada using information that is 
essentially peripheral to but nevertheless 
found on the aircraft registration files. The 
historical data file is ideally suited to the data 
study represented by this sort of reference 
work, allowing researchers facility of access to 


the records using several key fields of iden- 
tification, and providing ata glance the crucial 
documentation. Quite simply, for aircraft 
flying after 1982 it will no longer be necessary 
to read through on a case-by-case basis the 
original inputs of the registry files to locate 
fundamental information. 

It is nevertheless important to recognize 
one additional factor that will undoubtedly 
have a bearing on the archival value of the 
historical data file. It is increasingly apparent 
that the nature of the aircraft registration files 
haschanged substantially from the era preced- 
ing the 1960s. From a file that could be quite 
literally filled with all sorts of interesting docu- 
ments concerning the aircraft and its owners 
(the photographs, maps, reports, logs and cor- 
respondence mentioned above), we are now 
witnessing the creation of paper files consist- 
ing solely of official forms — in fact, the input 
documents used to create CCARCS. These 
forms have great informational value, but the 
information is captured by the automated sys- 
tem. In effect, the textual record is rapidly 
approaching operational obsolescence from a 
departmental perspective. If current predic- 
tions are correct, the historical data file, 
together with the other system components of 
CCARCS will, within several years, be the sole 
source of information regarding civil aircraft 
in Canada. GAD will certainly benefit from 
having an acquisition strategy for these data 
files already in place. 

The information on the Candian Civil Aircraft 
Register Computer System was prepared by 
Richard Brown of the Government Archives 
Division. 


Anyone wishing information about the Bulletin may 


write to: National Archives of Canada, Harold 
Naugler, Assistant Director General, Historical 
Resources Branch, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A ON3, or phone (613) 996-1579. 
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